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there were various discussions made at that time
based upon the ODA initiatives for disaster
prevention. Disaster risk reduction has incorporated
many things such as science and technology,
education, and also organization of administration
and risk management. Four countries have provided
their reports earlier this afternoon. In case of the
Indian Ocean Tsunami, the victims of the tsunami
were invited to Japan in order to explain them on
what kind of risk management approaches we have
in Japan. It is often said that end-to-end measure is
very important. Natural observation, information,
communication and evacuation methods must be
linked in order to have effective risk reduction. In
some seminars we took the trainees to the coastal
lines of various sites which are prone to tsunami.
We showed them sign boards that warn the residents
that this area is prone to tsunami. There is an
alarming system and also a map in order to evacuate
in case of tsunami. Sign posts are now located in
Indonesia, which is reported by his Excellency, that
was something we felt very pleased and honored to
hear. Also, from Japan, we provided various funds
and also we provided various know-how. We also
provided other information. I think the most
important thing is that disaster reduction culture
must be established. Culture of prevention is the
word that is used often, and so culture of prevention
must be stabilized in various locations in order to
have a long-term strategy against disaster. I hope
that we will be able to continue our contribution
towards the establishment of such a culture.
Through IRP, we provide various cooperation and
also through ADRC we provide various
coordination, and ISDR is to be strengthening.
Through ISDR, we want to provide information to

various countries in the future.

Thank you very much.

Special Comments:

Davis

Thank you. We had
some wonderful
presentations  today.
The country presentations by our colleagues were
breathtaking because we’ve seen huge progress
being made very rapidly. The comment on the
tsunami warning system is extraordinary heart
warming. [ think in such a short time, so much
progress has been made. We followed that up in

these discussions here.

I just have three observations to make. First, talk
about governments. In governments, we have seen
key roles being defined. It is very exciting to hear
about the work that is going on in ISDR where the
initiative of government platforms is underway.
That is crucially important. Unless the government
offices are protected, looked after and restored,
nothing is going to happen. So we had a very good
discussion about governments and we just heard
further comments from our Japanese colleague
about the importance of government being a donor.
I think we really need to acknowledge the
tremendous support from the Japanese government

to this initiative.

We have also heard about local preparedness and
we heard from Koji about the work of town
watching going on in Sri Lanka. The great
initiatives that come out from Kobe are
community-based disaster risk management, and we
have to thank ADRC and all the workers for putting

on that in this field for many years.

I was very grateful to our colleague from ILO to
talk about the economy, and how it is vital to
protect jobs, and to protect jobs particularly of

vulnerable people. The livelihood recovery is a
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quite interesting part of the recovery process. Our
preparedness has to be linked to design of buildings
and strengthening programs to see things work

together.

Lastly, my final point is just to congratulate
colleagues in UN/ISDR to see the ways in these
movements, which many people opposed when it
first started. It’s now taking off and we are seeing
this movement becoming more open-ended and it is

not a closed club.

Thank you very much.

Second Round:

Lazarte-Hoyle

First of all, what I want to share is to reaffirm the
institutional commitment of ILO and to go deeper
on working together with all the partners of the
international community to the Hyogo Framework
for Action participating on the ISDR system and
then other partners on the international recovery

platform on this major endeavor.

Secondly, it has to be announced that as part of this
exercise the different activities were creating
linkage between disaster risk reduction and the local
communities. With the support of the international
training center of the ILO, we launch on November
18 the first disaster management training program at
a local level. It is a first such initiative that will
cope with cases of the Central America, but we
hope this is going to be viable, to be expanded in
2007 and 2008 after the training in different areas.

As well, the second important area of contribution
working together with the UNDP is a work on the
pre-disaster planning for preparedness on recovery

that is a major challenge that we are committed and

working together. Finally to a great better, what are
the needs for recovery and reconstruction on the
aim of our participation in post-disaster need
assessment? We focus principally on the elements
for the livelihood recovery assessment, and this is
an exercise that we have started and we are already
in a very inclusive process of consultation with
different institutions, and that is going to be a major
contribution for the finalization of the post-disaster

need assessment.

Thank you very much.

Maskrey

I can actually pick up on exactly what Alfredo has
just mentioned. I think the key challenge we have in
the coming period, is really to move from a focus
from post-disaster recovery to post-risk recovery.
Because the challenge we have is not to recover
from disaster, it is the recovery from underlying
risks which caused the disaster in the first place. It
really helps us if we refocus recovery in terms of
reducing risks and not restoring conditions of risk.
Most of the countries are aware large disasters will
happen in the future, and after a large disaster,
ensuring emergency is very difficult. We can save,
we can make buildings back better, and we can get
risk reduction into place, but it really depends on
the amount of work done a lot of work before the
disaster happens. We have to make the recovery
better in the future, and it should now be one of the

main focuses of the international recovery platform.
Thank you very much.

Suzuki

I would like to say two things. One is that for
disaster reduction training to be more effective, we

should utilize image and visual aids. The Japanese

media has many disaster related images, and we
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would like to incorporate them in the ADRC
activities. We would like to translate it into various
languages and distribute them to all the relevant

countries.

Another thing is that the ADRC is carrying out
cooperative attitude and in the future for the
specific projects we would like to cooperate with
the IRP.

Thank you.

Nishikawa

It has been repeatedly said, but I would like to
emphasize that for sustainable development,
disaster prevention is a must. Unless we have such a
policy, people would become poor and also land use
would be a failure, and this will lead to a greater
disaster which will form a vicious cycle. In order to
break this vicious cycle, the Hyogo Framework for
Action was formalized. For that, various
know-hows will be continuously provided from us.
As for Japan, the government is concerned with
various countries, how they should organize the
administration of disaster prevention and also how
they should strengthen their capacity for disaster
prevention. We have had a bilateral comprehensive
disaster prevention blueprint formalized between a
country and our government. The day before
yesterday, in Japan there was a warning of tsunami.
Tsunami alarm was enforced and this was actually
propagated by the mass media and the residents
evacuated. How we can maintain this kind of living
alarm is very important. We will continue providing

such know-hows.

Thank you.

Comments:

Ferrari

Thank you very much. I have also three points
which I just want to underline. Number one is the
clarity of the international system at each level:
international, regional and national. It has to be
clarified who is doing what, who is giving the
guidelines, who is making advocacy, who is serving
as the clearing house, and who is serving and being
operational, because two things cannot be mixed.
They can but consequences will be a total mess, and

that we have to really prevent it.

Second one is the culture of prevention. I think that
is absolutely also essential for three reasons.
Number one, one has to know what is the risk and
issue of assessing the risk in order to have really
everybody on the same line. The second thing is
so-called last mile to the people can be bridged. The
third point of this cultural prevention is the
paradigm shift which is taking place and that has to
come to notice to everybody again from the top to
the bottom.

Third big point is the cooperation between all the
actors especially in the international system, the
humanitarians, the development people, and also
the environmentalists, economists and so on

because it is a holistic and integrated approach.

Thank you.

Comments from Floor:

Kadiman

Recovery must be
treated as being a

long term investment. This is a really big homework
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for everybody in this room, how to convince not
only the government but equally importantly the
parliament that recovery also be a long-term
investment. I really support that statement. Second,
this is the suggestion to everybody, especially
organizations and champions in making this
recovery process successful. That is how we can
deal to minimize the reluctance of people to let go
things that have been become their habit or culture
of the people. This is not merely a technological
issue; this is a social, economic and political issue.
Next is we must share information and knowledge
so that participation of women will be more in

recovery.

I thank you very much.

Menon

It was also mentioned

in the morning about

the need for
identifying specific risk transfer instrument, as has
been done in some counties for vulnerable
communities. The 1issues of insurance, and
reinsurance should be consolidated and promoted to
developing countries by international financial

institutions.

Thank you.

Samarasinghe

Disaster risk

reduction is a cross-

cutting issue and must
receive consideration by parliament such as in the
case of Sri Lanka. Further post risk recovery is
needed for economic growth, especially of

developing countries.

Thank you.

Closing Remarks:

Briceiio

I like to use this time to make three comments that I
think are relevant. One main comment I want to
make is that in order to achieve a long-term
effective reduction of risk and vulnerability, we do
need to engage on a common process. We have the
Hyogo Framework, and we have the ISDR as a
movement and as a system ready to support now
with the participation of many governments, many
agencies, regional, international governmental,
non-governmental, public and private. So it is
becoming more important, however, the more it
grows, the more mistakes we are bound to make
and we have to understand that in a process like this,
it is important to make mistakes, it is the only way
to learn. I would very much point to the need to
keep track of implementing the Hyogo Framework
and using it, and using the ISDR system regardless
of the mistakes we all make and that we will

continue to make.

Second point is that we are going to engage very
soon, in other words governments in the first place
but also international organizations, regarding to
climate change as the ultimate disaster. We have the
Hyogo Framework, which is already an instrument
agreed upon by governments, agencies and
institutions, and is being gradually implemented
everywhere. HFA could serve as an important
negotiation tool for the adaptation of climate

change.

Thank you very much again, and this ends the panel

discussion.



