10 Years after the Indian Ocean Tsunami
A Retrospective

Almost a decade after the Indian Ocean Tsunami, it is time to reflect on the implementation of the recovery
programmes planned after the event. A discussion of the Tsunami recovery programme would bring out which are
important to ascertain how the disaster-affected communities have recovered from the impacts, and how their socioeconomic conditions have improved. Improvements in the lives and well-being of men and women in the Tsunamiaffected coastal areas are the most important indicators of the effectiveness of recovery programmes, and represent a
sustainable way of achieving resilience guide for achieving resilience through recovery.
In course of implementing the programme, the implementing agencies and their partners have accumulated considerable experience in different aspects of recovery. These areas include policy issues, recovery planning, technical
assistance, resource mobilization, community participation, communications, and grievance redressal. These experiences have been documented in several countries, and a body of knowledge has developed around Tsunami recovery.
The experience of Tsunami recovery has also helped the governments in developing new policies and initiatives which
would support future recovery programmes.
In this session, the panelists will review and reflect upon the experiences and lessons of 2004 Tsunami recovery as
reflected in the socio-economic conditions of communities, and progress achieved in relation to policies and institutions for recovery. The panelists will discuss different models of recovery programme, and how they have influenced
the evolution of recovery as an area of public policy and government intervention.
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